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THE BATHHOUSE AND MIQWEH OF
THE GREAT SYNAGOGUE OF VILNA,
LITHUANIA

JON SELIGMAN
(pp. 204-217)

The paper discusses the history and development of the
migweh adjacent to the Great Synagogue of Vilna (Vilnius,
Lithuania). After introducing the archaeology of the
migweh in Europe, note is made of the changes in halakha
occurring in the 19th century that resulted in major changes
to the architecture of the migweh, first in Germany and later
in Eastern Europe. Remains of the bathhouse and migwa’ot
building in the shulhoyf (synagogue courtyard) behind the
Great Synagogue have been uncovered in the excavation
of the site, including two migweh basins that belong to the
latest phase of restoration of the bathhouse in the early 20th
century. These remains clearly display that in this latest
iteration, the Vilna community was following the changes
to halakha relating to purity current in Europe at the time.

A VAULTED POOL AND CHANNELS OF
THE SECOND TEMPLE PERIOD IN THE
NORTHERN PART OF THE WESTERN WALL
TUNNEL IN JERUSALEM

NAHSHON SZANTON AND DAN BAHAT
(pp. 218-230)

Several years ago D. Bahat published the final report of
the Western Wall Tunnel excavations in Jerusalem. It
describes a section of pavement of a monumental street in
the northern part of the Tunnel, beneath which was found a
vaulted pool dated to the Herodian period. A renewed study
of the remains of the pool made possible documentation
of a new, yet unpublished, central drainage channel. In
this article, we present the remains of the channel and the
vaulted pool and examine their significance in the urban
development of Jerusalem in the Early Roman period, with
an emphasis on the period of Herod the Great.

ENGLISH ABSTRACTS

THE RITUAL BATHS OF KEFAR ‘OTHNAY:
ON THE ISSUE OF PURIFICATION
FACILITIES AND THEIR DISTRIBUTION
IN AMIXED JEWISH-SAMARITAN
SETTLEMENT ON THE BORDER OF
GALILEE AND SAMARIA DURING THE
ROMAN PERIOD

Yotam TEPPER
(pp. 231-244)

Kefar ‘Othnay was a mixed Jewish—Samaritan village
founded in the Roman period at the edge of the Jezreel
Valley, on the border of Jewish Galilee, situated on a
hiliside south of Nahal Qeni. Excavations conducted at
the site by the Israel Antiquities Authority (2004-2008)
revealed buildings, alleys, installations, and ritual baths
(mikwaot). The description, dating and classification of
these installations provide new insights into Jewish and
Samaritan cultural practices. The distribution of different
types of ritual baths suggests ethno-cultural distinctions
within the settlement, offering a better understanding of the
character of mixed-population sites in the Galilee during
the Roman era.

EVIDENCE OF CHALK VESSEL
PRODUCTION AT THE HIZMA WORKSHOP
AFTER 70 CE

SHULAMIT TEREM, Y ONATAN ADLER AND
RACHEL BAR-NATHAN

(pp. 245-261)

This article reexamines the dating of the chalk vessel
workshop at Hizma, which in the past was thought to
have ceased production after Jerusalem’s destruction in
70 CE. Through a renewed analysis of ceramic and chalk
vessel assemblages, and comparisons with finds from
Shu‘afat and other sites, the study demonstrates continued
production of chalk vessels at Hizma during the inter-war
period, until the Bar Kokhba Revolt (132-135 CE). These
findings challenge the assumption that the industry declined
immediately after 70 CE and suggest that Jewish ritual
purity practices remained significant in daily life long after
the Temple’s fall.
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